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Data Sharing and Intellectual Property Policy 

 

NSERC-CANPOLIN is a publicly-funded network, and thus there is an implicit requirement to 

acknowledge that data collected as part of the network’s activities must eventually find its way 

into the public domain.  However, the Network also recognizes that the data gathered by 

investigators in the network is first their intellectual property and must be safeguarded as 

private until it can be released publicly by mutual consent of the investigator(s), any 

collaborators, and the Network.  At the same time, it must be understood by all network 

participants that data that is gathered should be recorded in such a way as to make it easily and 

readily available to other network participants and, eventually, publicly. 

 

I. Data Submission 

 

a) Network participants may gather and record data in any format they wish, but they 

must provide archivable data in such a form as can be readily shared according to 

the pre-amble above, using the flat file format currently in development by the 

Network.    

 

b) Data should be submitted as soon as possible to allow synthetic, cross-network 

analyses to take place as appropriate.  It is especially important that data be 

submitted for such analyses while the Network still has funding and personnel 

available to conduct them. 

  

c) Relevant data from non-CANPOLIN researchers and/or projects are also 

encouraged and welcomed. 

 

II. Data Archiving 

Data will be archived by NSERC-CANPOLIN according to the following steps: 
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a) Data sets will be password protected and private, available only to the 

investigator(s) and designated collaborator(s)* through password-protected 

accounts. 

 

b) The investigator(s) will provide more open access (password protected) to their 

data by the network as a whole after the investigator(s) has provided explicit 

permission to this effect. 

 

c) Data sets and archives will be released publicly after one or more of the 

following occurs: (i) the investigator(s) who generated the information provides 

explicit permission to this effect, (ii), after publication of the data, or (iii) by 

December 31, 2015 (two years after the Network ends). 

   * Note that “collaborators” may include one or more entire Working Groups.  

 

III. Use of Archived Data 

 

a) Users of shared data should give appropriate acknowledgement to both the 

individual researcher(s) who collected the data, and NSERC-CANPOLIN.  For the 

inclusion of Network researchers as authors, they must meet the definition of 

authorship of the publishing journal. 

 

b) There shall be no charge associated with the use of publicly available data.  

 

 

IV. Governance  

 

a) This policy applies to all data that has been generated with the full or partial 

support of CANPOLIN funds.  

 

b) Any requests for extensions of timelines or exceptions to the above policies will 

be directed the Scientific Advisory Committee. 


